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Waring's Grove is located at 900 Brightseat Road which runs parallel to UO Roufee 95, east of 
Seat Pleasant, and northwest of Largo in Prince George's County, MD. The property, which 
consists of an 18th and 19th-century frame dwelling and several early to mid-20th century 
outbuildings, is considered eligible for individual listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Waring's Grove is a complex frame dwelling representing several different building periods. 
It incorporates a late 18th century vernacular dwelling, expanded and embellished in the mid-
19th century with Italianate and Gothic Revival-style detailing. The original section of the 
dwelling, built in the late 18th century, is a small, 1-1/2-story, three-bay frame dwelling 

(overed with a gable roof. In the mid-19th-century, this original building was extended to 
|come a five-bay, central-passage-plan dwelling, and a kitchen wing addition to this main 
?ock was added to it. At the time of the additions, the main block and kitchen wing were 

embellished with Gothic Revival-style detailing that characterize the house today. 

The main block of the house appears today as a long, low-lying, 1-1/2-story frame structure 
covered with a gable roof and featuring a large, jigsawn openwork, spiral vergeboard. A 
single-story front porch is incorporated under a shed extension to the main gable roof and 
is similarly decorated with vergeboard detailing. The half-story is defined by five dormers, 
spaced in two groups of two and three dormers each, and similarly decorated with vergeboard 
detailing. The gable roof features two brick chimneys, one end chimney found on the end wall 
of the early 19th-century extension to the main block, and one interior brick chimney which 
runs parallel to the ridge and serves back-to-back fireplaces in the front and rear parlors 
of the original 18th-century dwelling on the site. 

The mid-19th-century kitchen wing is a two-story frame structure covered with a gable roof 
with brick chimneys and featuring jigsawn vergeboard detailing. The ell is appended to, but 
set back from the original main block of the house. The ell was significantly extended in 
1963. 

Waring's Grove was originally built by Zachariah Berry and remained in the prominent Berry 
family for three generations. The dwelling is a prominent landmark in central Prince 
George's County and provides a fine example of the evolution of small, vernacular dwelling 
from the late 18th century, to a larger, refurbished mid-19th-century dwelling that displays 
the most "up-to-date" design aesthetics. The property is eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as a significant local example of a 
pre-Civil War dwelling and of the influence of the Gothic Revival or Gothic cottage style--an 
architectural style made popular in mid-19th century America by the writings of A.J. Downing 
and A.J. Davis. The property is eligible for listing under Criterion A for its association 
with the Berry family, prominent in land development and agriculture in the late 18th and 
19th centuries in Prince George's County, Maryland. 
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Survey No. PG-72-4 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
X Western Shore 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 

X Rural Agrarian Intensification 
X Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 
Subsistence 
Settlement 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental Adaptation 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: Building_ 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 

9 

A.D. 1930-Present 
historic) 

900 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
X Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 

and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Environment Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling_ 

Known Design Source: 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #72-4 Building Date: late 18th c. 
early & mid 19th c." 

Building Name: Waring's Grove 

Location: 900 Briqhtseat Road, Landover, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excel lent/Inaccessible 

Description 

Waring's Grove is a complex frame dwelling, which incorporates a 
small late eighteenth century dwelling extended in length in the 
nineteenth century, and further expanded by the addition of an ell wing 
and Gothic ornamentation in the period just before the Civil War. The 
main block, itself in two parts, is one and one-half stories, five bays by 
one. A one-story shed-roof porch shelters the entire east facade, its 
roof continuing the roof line of the main block, and the cornice 
embellished by a large jigsawn openwork spiral vergeboard, Gothic Revival 
in style. Five irregularly placed dormers pierce the east plane of the 
steeply pitched roof, their eaves decorated with the same jigsawn 
ornamentation as that of the east porch. A wide brick chimney rises from 
the west plane of the roof of the main block between the second and third 
bays, parallel to the ridge. Attached to the south gable end of the main 
block, at right angles and forming an ell, is a two-story gable-roof 
kitchen wing, five irregular bays by one. The jigsawn vergeboards of the 
main block are repeated on the east gable end of the wing. There is a 
complex of outbuildings at Waring's Grove. 

Significance 

Waring's Grove incorporates a late eighteenth century vernacular 
dwelling, expanded and embellished in the mid-nineteenth century with 
Italianate and Gothic Revival detail. The main block was built by 
Zachariah Berry, and passed to his son and grandson of the same name. 
Just before the Civil War, the ell wing was constructed by Zachariah Berry 
III (perhaps incorporating an older separate kitchen building), and the 
ornate open work vergeboards were applied to the eaves of the enlarged 
dwelling; fine Italianate marble mantels were also installed in the 
parlors. Similar changes and embellishments were carried out by Dr. 
Frederick Sasscer at Kingston in Upper Marlboro when he acquired it in 
1859. Although Waring's Grove has experienced many changes, it is, with 
its distinctive roofline and vergeboard decoration, an outstanding local 
landmark in central Prince George's County. Like Kingston, it is a fine 
example of an expanded early vernacular dwelling refurbished in the 
mid-nineteenth century according to the taste of the times. 

Acreage: 63.963 acres 



Survey No. PG # 7 2 - 4 

Magi No. 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form *>* _y e s —no 

1. Name Cindicate preferred name) 

historic Waring1 s Grove 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 900 B r i q h t s e a t Road 

city, town Landover 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 

vicinity of 

county 

not for publication 

congressional district 5 

Pr ince George's 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
district public x occupied agriculture museum 

x_ building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational x private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
not a p p l i c a b l e _x_ n o military other: 

4 a O w n e r O f P r o p e r t y (give names and ma i l ing add re s se s of a l l owners) 

name Freder ick B. Beane 

street & number 9QQ Br iqh t sea t Road te lephone no . : 

city, town Landover s t a t e and z ip code Maryland 20785 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse i jberA147 

street & number Main S t r e e t f o l i o 04$ 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title P.G. H i s t o r i c S i tes & D i s t r i c t s Plan 

• a . , e 1981 
federal state x county local 

depository for survey records H i ^ t n r i r Pr-PSPrvat inn r.nmmi s s i n n 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 



7, Description survey NO. PG:72-4 

Condition Chock ono Chock ono 
L excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 
good rulna _JL altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Waring^ Grove is a complex frame dwelling, which incorporates a small 
late eighteenth century dwelling which was extended in length in the 
nineteenth century, and further expanded by the addition of an ell wing 
and Gothic ornamentation in the period just before the Civil War. It is a 
prominent landmark in central Prince George's County. 

The main block, itself in two parts, is one and one-half stories, 
five bays by one, circa 60 feet in length. The entrance is in the 
off-center central bay of the irregular five-bay principal east facade, 
through a six-panel door with four-light sidelights over molded panels. A 
one-story shed-roof porch shelters the entire east facade; its roof curves 
and continues the roof line of the main block, giving the building its 
distinctive profile. The porch is supported by ten square chamfered 
posts, and the cornice of the porch is embellished by a large jigsawn 
openwork spiral vergeboard, Gothic Rivival in style, another distinctive 
feature of the house. A jigsawn openwork pendant marks the central 
opening over the front door, and similar detail marks the corners of the 
eaves. 

The wood siding is covered by white aluminum siding. Windows are 6/6 
double hung sash with plain aluminum surrounds and black louvered 
aluminum shutters. The steeply pitched gable roof is covered with 
standing seam metal. Five irregularly placed dormers pierce the east 
plane of the roof; they are gable dormers with small 6/6 double hung sash 
windows. The dormers have overhanging eaves decorated with the same 

jigsawn ornamentation (smaller in scale) as that of the east porch. The 
east porch disguises the fact that the main block was built in two 
sections: an older southerly three bay section to which a northerly 
two-bay section has been added. The juncture is apparent on the west 
(rear) elevation, where the northerly two-bay section is inset seven feet 
from the three-bay section. In the discrete west planes of the roof, 
there are two dormers in each section; those in the northerly section have 
returned cornices, and the 6/6 windows have a fluted surround with plain 
cornerblocks; those in the southerly section have returned cornices but no 
molded surrounds. There is a door in the front bay of the southerly 
section, sheltered by a small shed-roof entry porch, a continuation of the 
main roof. 

A wide brick chimney rises from the west plane of the roof of the 
main block (in the older southerly section) between the second and third 
bays; this chimney is parallel to the ridge, and serves back-to-back 
fireplaces is the front and rear parlors. An exterior brick chimney rises 
at the north gable end of the northerly section, centered at the ridge; it 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. PG#72-4 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM * — 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page _2_ 

breaks through the jigsawn vergeboard which continues around the gable 
ends of the main block. 

The foundation of the main block is sandstone in the older section 
and brick in the later sections. The stone foundation encloses a small 
cellar circa 34 by 13 under the original (southeast) section of the rflain 
block. In this cellar, the massive sill beams can be observed with their 
mortise and tenon joins, and also the transverse whole logs which support 
the floorboards. 

Interior of the main block consists of a stairhall, two adjoining 
unequal parlors in the southerly section (each having a fireplace in its 
interior common wall), and a single large parlor north of the stair hall 
with a fireplace in its north exterior wall. The open-string stair rises 
from the west just inside the rear door, along the north wall of the 
stairhall. It has a slim eight-faceted newel and plain rectangular 
balusters, the stairends are bracketed with a spiral wave pattern 
reflecting the exterior vergeboards, and the spandrel is panelled. Door 
and window surrounds have an inner bead, unbroken field, and cyma reversa 
backhand. The simple wood mantel in the west (rear) parlor of the 
southerly section has a plain wide frieze, and the firebox is framed by 
plain pilasters with sculpted capitals. The fireplace in the east parlor 
(now the dining room) shares the same chimney, but is framed by an ornate 
Victorian marble mantel: grained white/gray marble with projecting double 
ogee frieze and plain pilasters and shelf. The north parlor has another 
Victorian marble mantel: a round-arched opening with incised spandrels, 
central scroll cartouche, and plain beveled shelf. 

Attached to the south gable end of the main block, at right angles 
and forming an ell, is a two-story gable-roof kitchen wing. It is five 
irregular bays by one, circa 54 by 17 feet, and was constructed in two 
stages. It incorporates the original kitchen section which adjoins the 
main block (17 by 26 feet) and has a large brick chimney between second 
and third bay (originally its west gable end), which served the kitchen 
fireplace. Entrance to the kitchen is through a door in the fourth bay of 
the south elevation, sheltered by a one-story shed-roof three-bay porch on 
a high molded concrete block foundation. In 1963 this wing was extended 
to the west to its present length; there is an exterior brick chimney at 
the west gable end which serves a large fireplace in the new panelled den. 
Entrance to the den is from the north: a door with four-pane sidelights 
sheltered by a one-story shed-roof entry porch supported by brick piers 
painted white. 

Exterior siding of the kitchen wing is the same as the main block. 
Windows are the same 6/6 with aluminum shutters. The gable roof is 
covered with standing-seam metal, although the panels of metal are 
narrower than on the main block. The jigsawn vergeboards of the main 
block are repeated on the east gable end (only) of the wing. 
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Interior of the wing consists of a kitchen in the center (the west 
end of the original wing) flanked by a pantry and transverse stair on 
the east, and the modern den on the west. Moldings in the old part of the 
wing have a plain frieze, framed by an inner bead and a bevelled backhand. 
There is a large brick fireplace in the west wall of the kitchen itself, 
and floorboards are wide and of random width. Foundation of the kitchen 
is of brick, while that of the westerly addition is of poured concrete. 
There is a bulkhead entrance in the south foundation of this new section, 
which leads into a small basement under the new section. 

There is a complex of outbuildings at Waring1s Grove. The ice house 
and smoke house stood just southwest of the house, but were removed before 
the installation of a swimming pool at that location. In a line just 
north of the entrance drive from Brightseat Road are (from the east): 1) 
a large early twentieth-century corn crib, sided with vertical slats, its 
gable roof covered with standing seam metal; 2) a mid-twentieth century 
shed-roof equipment shed with a stable to the west, fronted on the south 
with an open porch; and 3) an early twentieth-century gable-roof barn with 
vertical board siding, corrugated metal roof, and open south porch. At 
the north end of the drive is a small shed-roof chicken house, sided with 
standing-seam metal as is its roof. Just south of the chicken house is a 
modern cinder-block front-gabled garage with corrugated metal roof; and a 
short distance to the southwest is small open shed. In the field south of 
the house is a small concrete-block stripping shed, its gable roof covered 
with standing-seam metal. 

The drive comes in from Brightseat Road just north of the house, and 
curves southward to a parking area west of the house. There are wells to 
the south and west of the house, and large old trees frame the house on 
the north and east. 



8, Significance survey NO. PG:72-4 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehiatorlc community pisnning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _ _ agriculture economics literature sculpture 

_ _ 1600-1699 _Z_ architecture education military soclsl/ 
I2L 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_Z_ 1600-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
_i_1900- communications industry poiltJcs/govemment _ _ transportation 

Invention , . . . — other (specify) 
local history 

Specific dates late 18th, 1850' s ,1963 Builder/Architect , 
check: Applicable Criteria: A I C D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B C D E I G 

Level of Significance: national s tate local ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Prepare both a sunmary paragraph of s ignif icance and a general statement of h is tory and 
support. 

Waring's Grove is a complex dwelling representing several different 
building periods. I t incorporates a late eighteenth century vernacular 
dwelling, expanded and embellished in the mid-nineteenth century with 
I tal ianate and Gothic Revival d e t a i l . I t was the home for three 
generations of the prominent Berry family. Because of i ts distinctive 
roof line and vergeboard decoration, i t is a prominent landmark in central 
Prince George's County. 

The house stands on part of a tract known as Waring's Grove, which 
was re-surveyed out of parts of several smaller tracts (Brooke's Content, 
Troublesome, Beall's Gi f t , Reparation, Fish Pond and Littleworth), and 
patented in 1756 to Thomas Waring.» (Troublesome had been surveyed in 
1701; one of its boundary stones, dating from that early survey, s t i l l 
stands in excellent condition on the other side of the f ie ld northwest of 
the house.) 

The two hundred acres of Waring's Grove on which the house stood 
passed in 1795 to Thomas Waring,2 grandson of the patentee, and in 1796, 
were sold to Zachariah Berry.3 The nucleus of the subject house is 
reflected in the indication in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax of a frame 
tenant house, 30 by 16, not f inished,* apparently begun by Zachariah 
Berry. Berry was at this time engaged in real estate acquisition and 
improvement, e .g . , Chelsea, Waring's Grove and others, and was in the 
process of completing his own substantial brick dwelling at Concord. 
Waring's Grove was an investment property, but later became the house of 
his son, Zachariah I I , after the la t te r 's marriage to Prisci l la Gantt in 
1820. I t is probable that the main block of the house was expanded to its 
f u l l 60 foot length and 30 foot depth during the residence of Zachariah 
Berry I I . 

Before the Civil War, Waring's Grove had became the home of Zachariah 
Berry I I I ; the 1859 will of Zacheriah Berry I I devised to his son (of the 
same name) "part of Warrens Grove . . . to be laid off to him so as to 
embrace the Dwelling House and out houses where he now resides . . ,"« 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

PG#72-4 

It was at approximately this time that the ell wing was constructed 
(perhaps incorporating an older separate kitchen building) and the ornate 
open work vergeboards were applied to the eaves of the enlarged dwelling; 
fine Italianate marble mantels were also installed in the parlors. 
Similar changes and embellishments were carried out by Dr. Frederick" 
Sasscer at the old Craufurd family home (Kingston) in Upper Marlboro when 
he acquired it in 1859. These two dwellings, Kingston and Waring's Grove, 
with their steeply pitched roofs and Gothic style vergeboards present \jery 
similar appearances, both having been refurbished at a time when many 
successful home owners were remodeling their "old fashioned" dwellings 
according to A. J. Downing's published guidelines for ornament and 
improvement .6 

Like many other County planters, Zachariah Berry III found himself in 
serious financial difficulties after the Civil War. He mortgaged the 
Waring's Grove property in 1870, leaving it in trust for his three 
children.' The survivor of these three children sold 127 acres of 
Waring's Grove in 1920 to John 0. Beane, whose grandson resides there 
today.° Changes made since the Beane family took possession include the 
removal of the ice house and smoke house, the construction of the smaller 
barn and garage building, and, finally, the construction in 1963 of the 
westerly part of the kitchen wing. Although Waring's Grove has 
experienced many changes, it is an outstanding local landmark in central 
Prince George's County. Like Kingston, it is a fine example of an 
expanded early vernacular dwelling refurbished in the mid-nineteenth 
century according to the taste of the times. 

Notes 

1 Patented Certificate #2272; Patent BC & GS #11:91. 

2 Prince George's County Deed JRM #4:46 

3 Prince George's County Deeds JRM #5:169; JRM#9:143 

4 Federal Direct Tax, 1798, Collington and Western Branch Hundreds. 

5 Prince George's County Will WAJ #1:132 

6 Cf. National Register nomination of Kingston, PG #79-13; also HABS 
photographs, MD 17-MARBU, 7-1,2. 

7 Prince George's County Deed of Trust HB #3:138 

8 Prince George's County Deed #158:493 

file:///jery


9 . Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG #72-4 

cf. Chain of Title 
cf. notes, Item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 63 .963 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name Lanham 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Tax Map 67, Parcel 2 
Quadrangle scale _ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List al l s ta tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Histor ian 
PG Histor ic Preservation Commission 

organization c / o MNCPPC date June 1988 

street & number #4010 CAB telephone 952 -3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Prince George's County Hi: ;c Sites Summary Sheet 

. . County Survey # 72-4 mid 18th, early 19th, 20thc. 

Waring's Grove 

900 Brightseat Road, Landover 

The main block of the house is a ona-and-one-half story frame 
structure with gable roof, built in two sections. The east ( lain) 
facade of •.he old section is rive (irregular) bays wide, .vi 
sidelighted entrance in the central bay. A porch rith rooflir.e 
continuous from the house sp-ns the e- t facade and unifies the 
two parts or this main block. Dhe eaves aredecorated with 
Victorian looped bargeboards (as are the five irregularly spaced 
dormers Rnd the east "able end o£ the south addition). An ex­
terior chimney rises at trie north gable end. A massive interior 
chimney, hose stack is at righ ngles to tha north one, rises 
from the west slope of the south section of she main house. 

The two-story gable-roofed addition is attached at the south 
end of, and at right "ngles to, the main block. Like the main 
block it also is built in two sections: three bays in the east 
section, with entrance in the central bay, and chimney at each 
end? and two more widely spaced bays in the new (1963) '.vest sec­
tion, .vith exterior chimney at the west gable end. 

Phis multi-part ho- se stands on a tract known as V/aring's 
throve, re8urveyed out of several smaller tracts in 1756 and 
patented to Jhomas .,'aring. (One of these smaller tracts, "Trouble­
some", w is laid out in 1701, and one of its boundary stones 
stands in excellent condition across the field to the northwest 
of the house.) Jne first s ction of this house was probably built 
at about this time, and was the home of the patentee's son, Basil, 
by the ti ie of his marriage in 1766. '.Varing's Grove pasted in 
1795 to Basil's son, Thomas II, w \o sucsequently sold it to 
Zachariah 13erry of Concord. By the end of the 18th century, the 
house v/as listed as'Very much out of repair", and it is very 
likely that Zachariah Berry ( or his son of the same name) had 
the house rebuilt early in the 19th century, resulting in the 
present one-and-onj-half-story main section; very little of the 
original fabric re.uains. Tor more than a century, this h^use (-with 
the addition of the two-story south section probably before the 
mid 1800's) was the home of three generations of Beryvs, and 
during these years it came to be .zr.own as Baltimore -mor. In 
1920, T. Lowndes Berry (son of Zachariah III) sold the ho se pnd 
127 acres to -Tohn 0. Beane, whose descendants live there today. 
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| NAME 
HISTORIC Waring ' s Grove 

AND/OR COMMON 

(Bal t imore Manor) 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

900 Brightseat Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Landover 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITYOF B r i g h t s e a t 3 t h 
STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Prince George's 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(SI 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

'—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
JJOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

'PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME -;-, , _ - x, 

Frederick Beane, • r, Telephone #: 356-4113 
STREETS. NUMBER 

900 Brightseat Road 
STATE , z ip code CITY. TOWN 

Landover VICINITYOF Maryland 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

.G. Co. Courthouse 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC*-. 

Liber #: 
Fo l io #: 

Admin. 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Main S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Upper Marlboro, Lid. 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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DESCRIPTION PG:72-4 

X-EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED _ORIGrNAL SITE 

X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The main block of the house at Taring's Grove is a 

one-and-one-half story frame structure with gable roof, 

built in two sections. ?ha east (main) facade of the old 

section is five (irregular) bays wide, with sidelighted 

entrance in the central bay. A porch with roof line con­

tinuous from the house spans the east facade and unifies 

the two parts of this main block. The eaves are decorated 

with Victorian looped bargeboards (as are the five ir­

regularly spaced dormers and the east gable end of the south 

addition). An exterior chimney rises at tne north gable 

end. A massive interior chimney, whose stack is at right 

angles to the north one, rises from the west slope of the 

south section of the main house. 

The tvo-story gable-roofed addition is attached at 

the south end of, and at right angles to, the main block. 

Like the main block it also is built in two sections: 

three bays in the east section, with entrance in the cen­

tral bay, and chimney at each end; and two more widely 

spaced bays in the new (1963) west section, with exterior 

chimney at the west gable end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE PG:72-4 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_ 1 500-1599 

_16O0-1699 
:^_1 700-1799 

X.1800 1899 

^_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

L-ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

X 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EOUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT' 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

•^LOTHER (SPECIFY) 

local history 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This multi-part house stands on a tract known as 

Waring's G-rove, resurveyed out of several smaller tracts 

in 1756 and patented to Thomas Waring. (One of these 

smaller tracts, "Troublesome", was laid out in 1701, and one 

of its boundary stones stands in excellent condition across 

the field to the northwest of the house.) The first section 

of this house was probably.built at about this time, and 

was the home of the patentee's son, Basil, by the tine of 

his marriage in 1766. Waring's Grove passed in \Tjl 

Basil's son, Thomas II, who subsequently sold it to 

Zachariah Berry of Concord. By the end of the 18th cen­

tury, the house was listed as "very much out of repair"^ 

and it is very likely that Zachariah Berry (or his son of 

the same name) had the house rebuilt early in ;] e nine­

teenth century, resulting in the present one-and-one-half-

story main section; very little of the original fabric re­

mains. For more than a century, this house (with the addition 

of the two-story south section probably before the mid 

1800's) was the home of three generations of Berrys, and 

during these years it came to be known as Baltimore Manor, 

In 1920 T. Lowndes Berry (son of Zachariah III) sold the 

house and 127 acres to John 0. Beane, whose descendants 

live there today. 

1 . P a t . BC&G-S-f11 :91 
2 . JRM£4:46; JRfi#5:169; JBS#9:143 
3 . 1798 Tax assessment 
4 . Wi l l s PC#1 :284; 7AJ:132; DEEDS HB#3:138; 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 

158:493 



[J MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES PG:72-4 
P a t e n t BC&GS#11:91; oa t an t ed c e r t i f i c a t e #2272; 
P.G.Deeds JRJV&H:46; JRM#5:169; JRJ#9:143j HB#3:138; 158:4^3 
P.G. Wills PC#1:284; WAJ:13 2 
P.G. Tax Assessments for Collington & .Yestern Branch 100*8 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

QJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Susan G. P e a r l 
ORGANIZATION 

P.G. H i s t o r i c a l & C u l t u r a l T rus t 
STREET* NUMBER 

C a l v e r t Mans ion, 4811 R i v e r d a l e Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN 

R i v e r d a l e , Mary land 20737 

i . . 

DATE 

Jan 1981 
TELEPHONE 

779-2011 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P»- 1K>» 





#12879 
Admin pacers 
27 War 1959 

158:493 
20 July 1920 
Deed 

CHAIi; Li' 2T£13 

V/IRI::GS GROT.: 

P.o.#72-4 

John Owen Beane, died intestate 1959; left 
180 acr.is of farm at Brightseat to 2 heirs, 
sons Roger 0. Beane (who Chen occupied 
7/arings Grove) and Frederick Beane Sr. 
Roger 3eane died 1953* leaving all to 
brother Frederick Sr. (V7M#11:675tWillj 
admin.file #14749). Frederick Sr. died 
10 Jan 1930, leaving to son, Frederick 
Jr. (Still in probate. c:::--9:63S,will; 
admin.file #28841) 

T. Lowndes Berry to John 0. Beane; 
127 acres par's of Baltimore Manor (part 
of Lot #1 of 360 acres as per plat in 
HB#3:138) Which T.L.Berry acquired by 
inheritance from mother ft siste s 

HB^3:138 
15 ?eb 1870 
Deed 

WAJ#1:132 
10 f.Tar 1859 
•.7ill 

PC#1:284 
2 Apr 1845 
'Yill 

Zachariah Berry and wife I'ary to 
George Seufferie in trust for use of 
.'iary Berry; she is xo occupy house; 
after her death, tc heirs of "Iary ft 
Eacherie": ('J. Lcwr.des, ;-r~ p; ~~z?.^: 
3^0 acres hove place (grr.;. ;:r :'~ ( j ^*. v . . i :::) 

(Another dead, FSr-5:S3, 1357, designates 
grantor Zachariah Berry "of Warrens 
Grove" (and Mary Berry his wife} grandson 
of Zachariah Berry who acquired the 
property in 1797) 

Testator, Zachariah Berry (Jr.): to son 
Zachariah (III) 301 acres of my land being 
a part of Yvarrens Grove and a part of 
the manor, to be laid off to him so as 
to embrace the dwelling house and out 
houses where he now resides 

Testator, Zachariah Berry (I): .... 
to son Zachariah Berry (Jr.) all land I 
hold adjoining Outlet ft Concord which in­
cludes the plantation on which I live, 
all which I purchased from ....Thomas 
v/aring and Nathaniel Craufurd 

•(Zachariah hac? purchased several pieces 
of V.'arin.';s Grove from Otho "terry Beall, 
Tn *1 :292", 1818, and AB-5 :354,1829, and 
from ITn thani e 1 Graufurd , JK # 12:4 20,1807; 
most, however, from Thomas V/aring,as follows :) 



PG:72-4 

Ch ain o ? T i t l e , c on t '( 
.Taring's Grovei 72/,-4 

JK#9:H3 
1 Mar 1802 
Deed 
JK%?5:169 
31 Dec 1796 
Deed 

JR;vI#4:46 
21 Mar 1795 
Deed of gift 

BC&GS#11:91 
1755Patent 

(Cf. Chancery #53:128, case #5599, 
division of estate of Basil Waring, in­
cluding remainder of Warings Grove, 
1803) 

Thomas '.Varing to Zachariah Berry; 
part of taring's Grove, 82 acres with 
all improvements 

Thomas '.'faring to Zachariah Berry, 
part of '.Taring's Grove, 119 acres, 
given to grantor by his father, Basil 
Waring in 1795 

Basil V/aring to son, Thomas '.Varing, 
for natural love £ affection, and for 
better maintenance, support and liveli­
hood of Thomas V/aring, 2 parcels of 
'.Varing s Grove, 82 acres and 119. acres, 
together with all improvements 

?0 Thomas "Varing, patent for Varing's 
Grove, 724 acres, recurveyed out of 
"*roclce*P Concent, Troublesome and small 
pcrts of "'-eall's Gift, hepar?; :ion, 

Patented Certificate #2272 viith r;lat. 

(This Thomas .Taring, patentee, is fathe? 
of above Basil V/aring. ) 

e '. 

r 



FRINGE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey -- 72-4 D a t e ca. 1800, ca. 1863 

Building Marc- Berry House 

Location 900 Brightseat Road, Landover, Md. 

Open to Public yes x no 

The Berry house is a one-and-one-half story frame structure 

with gable roof, built in two sections, with anew two-story addition 

to the rear. The east (main) facade of the old section is five 

(irregular) bays wide, with sidelighted entrance in the central bay. 

A porch with roofline continuous from the house spans the east 

facade and unifies the two parts of this main block. The eaves are 

decorated with looped bargeboards, as are the five irregularly 

spaced dormers and the east gable end of the r-jar addition. An 

exterior c limney rises at the north gable end. An interior chimney, 

whose stack is at right angles to the north one, rises i.'rom the vest 

slope of the south section of the main house. 

The two-story gable-roofed addition is attached at the south 

end of, and at right angles to, the main olock. Like the main house 

it also is built in two sections: three bays in the east section, 

with mtrance in the central bay, and chimney at each end; and two 

more widely spaced bays in the west section, with exterior chimney 

at the west gable end. 

This house is located on part of a tract called Baltimore i.Ianor, 

and later, V/aring's Grove, passed down through thr^e generations of 

the Berry family. The date of its construction is uncertain, although 

the one-and-one-half-story section is undoubtedly early. The last . . 

of the Berrys, T. Lowndes Berry, sold it to John Owen Beane in 1920, 

and it remains in the hands of Beane's heirs. It is significant for - • • 

its unusual architecture and expansion, its high Victorian decora­

tive features, and its still rural setting. . ; 

Priv/res/occ/excell '. • ••/• 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
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V. NAME 

2. 

C OMMON: 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

B e r r y House 
LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

900 B r i g h t s e a t Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Landover 
STA T E 

M a r y l a n d 
C O U N T Y : 

P r i n c e George 's 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

m 

* 

6, 

• • 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• District (JJ Building 

• Sit* Q Structure 

D Object 

OWNERSHIP 

D Public 

L l Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

[~1 Being Considered 

STATUS 

J3 Occupied 

1 1 Unoccupied 

1~1 Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

• Agricultural • Government • Park Q Tran»portation 

• Commercial • Industrial fj~J Private Residence ~] Other (Specify) 

• Educational • Military Q Religious 

• Entertainment D Museum • Scientific 

P I Commtnti 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

F. B. Beane, S r . 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

900 B r i g h t s e a t Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Landover 
S T A T E : 

M a r y l a n d 
LOCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

P r i n c e G e o r g e ' s Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Upper M a r l b o r o ' 
S T A T E 

M a r y l a n d 
T i t l e R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deed (Book & Pg , # ) : 
REPRESENTATION |N EXISTING SURVEYS . . . 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: Q F.d.rol Q Stat. • County • Locol 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I T H T t : 



PG:72-4 

7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Excellent Lfl Good • Foit D Dot.riorol.d f j Ruini • U n . X f . c d 

(Check One) 

UJJ Alt.r.d D Uncl>.f«d 

(Check One) 

• Mov»d Q Oriflinal SM» 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * JD ORIGINAL. (II knotvn) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house is a story and a half, frame structure with a 

two story addition on the west. The earlier sections were 

built at two different times, but now have a unified, five 

bay facade with a central doorway with sidelights. The 

windows are 6/6 double hung sash. There are five dormer 

windows across the facade with 6/6 double hung sash windows. 

At the north end is an external brick chimney with a two 

story base. There is an internal chimney set parallel with 

and to the west of the ridge. A smaller, flue has been added 

near that chimney. A porch, integral with the roof of the 

house, extends across the facade. Large square posts with 

chamfers support the eaves. Bargeboards of loop design have 

been added around the eaves and sides of the gables; the gable 

end of the addition has similar bargeboards. 

On the rear facade, the two-part construction of the house 

is obvious. The two north bays are narrower than the three 

south bays. The south bays have belled eaves on this facade. 

The doorway is the north bay of the south end. Each section 

has two dormers on this facade. Those of the south end have 

plain surrounds with the side gable mouldings returned. Those 

of the north end have fluted arciitraves with corner blocks, a 

tall frieze, and side gable mouldings returned into the face. 

Un.Xf.cd


PG:72-4 

*T SIGNIFICANCE 

PERlOO fchoclt One or More am Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

• 15th Century D 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

%$ 19th Century 

• . 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More am Appropriate) 

Abor iginoi 

Q Prehittorie 

• Historic 

] Agriculture 

• Architecture 

D *" 
[ | Commerce 

| | Communication* 

n Contervotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1 1 Education 

I 1 Engineering 

| | industry 

n Invention 

^ Landscape 

Architecture 

• Literature 

• Militory 

• Music 

o 

LU 

UJ 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

[ 3 Science 

i 1 Sculpture 

I 1 Social/Humon-

itorian 

• Theater 

i 1 Transportation 

I I Urban Plonning 

• Other (Specify) 

P S - 70S 



PG:72-4 

, ['<>. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N I i l T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees f ' i n o l e i Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degress Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G THE C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACRE AGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : m 
m 

70 

c 
n 

o 
z 

H. FORM PREPAREO BY 
NAME AND T I T L E : 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

MNCPPC 25 Oct 74 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Silver Sprinc Maryland 
li. 

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 



BERRY HOUSE ( 7 2 - 4 ) 



^12879 
Admin parsers 
27 Mar 1959 

CHAI2T OP JPJLB 

7/APIHGS GROVE 

PG:72-4 
John Owen Beane, died intestate 1959; left 
180 acres of farm at Brightseat to 2 heirs, 
sons PLOger 0. Beane (who Chen occupied 
"•Yarings Grove) and Prederick Beane Sr. 
Poger Beane died 1963, leaving all to 
brother Prederick Sr. (WDA#11 :675 ,will; 
admin.file #14749). Prederick Sr. died 
10 Jan 1980, leaving to son, Prederick 
Jr. (Still in probate. CMH#8:638,will| 
admin.file #28841) 

158:493 
20 July 1920 
Deed 

T. Lowndes Berry to John 0. Beane; 
127 acras part of Baltimore Manor (part 
of Lot #1 of 360 acres as per plat in 
HB#3:138) which P.L.Berry acquired by 
inheritance from mother & siste /s 

HB*3:138 
15 Feb 1870 
Peed 

Zachariah Berry and wife Mary to 
George Seufferle in trust for use of 
Mary Berry; she is to occupy house; 
after her death, to heirs of Mary & 
Zachariah (T. Lowndes, Mary & Mae); 
360 acres home place(gran tor is Zach.III) 

'YAJ#1 :132 
10 Mar 1859 
Will 

(Another deed, FS#5:98, 1867, designates 
grantor Zachariah Berry "of Warrens 
Grove" (and Mary Berry his wife} grandson 
of Zachariah Berry who acquired the 
property in 1797) 

Testator, 
Zachariah 

Zachariah Berry (Jr.): to son 
(III) 301 acres of my land being 

a part of V/arrens Grove and a part of 
the manor, to be laid off to him so as 
to embrace the dwelling house and out 
houses where he now resides 

PC#1 :284 
2 Apr 1845 
Will 

Testator, Zachariah Berry (I): .... 
to son Zachariah Berry (Jr.) all land I 
hold adjoining Outlet & Concord which in­
cludes the plantation on which I live, 
all which I purchased from ....Thomas 
'Taring and Nathaniel Oraufurd 

XZachariah has purchased several pieces 
of "'arinscs Grove from Otho Serrv Beall, 
MH'h :292^1818, and AB-̂ 5 :354,1829, and 
from ITathaniel Craufurd,JRM#1 2:420,1807; 
most, however, from Thomas V/aring,as follows :) 



PG:72-4 
Chain of i?itle, cont'd 
Taring's Grove, 72A-4 

(Cf. Chancer:/ -^53:128, case #5599, 
division of estate of Basil ".Taring, in­
cluding remainder of '.Tarings G-rove, 
1803) 

•JPTT 9̂:143 Thomas Taring to Zachariah Berry; 
1 Mar 1802 part of ".Taring's Grove, 82 acres with 
Deed all improvements 

JRM#5:169 Thomas 'Taring to Zachariah Berry, 
31 Dec 1796 part of Taring's Grove, 119 acres, 
Deed given to grantor by his father, Basil 

Waring in 1795 

JRM#4:46 Basil '.Taring to son, Thomas 'Taring, 
21 Mar 1795 for natural love & affection, and for 
Deed of gift better maintenance, support and liveli­

hood of Thomas 'Taring, 2 parcels of 
'.Tarings Grove, 82 acres and 119 acres, 
together with all improvements 

BC&GS#11:91 Do Thomas Waring, patent for taring's 
1756Patent Grove, 724 acres, resurveyed out of 
Resurvey Brooke's Content, Troublesome and small 

parts of Beall's Gift, Reparation, 
Pish Pond, Littleworth, and vacancies. 
Patented Certificate #2272 with plat. 
(This Thomas .Taring, patentee, is father 
of above Jasil .Taring. ) 






























































































































































































































